
 

  

Humber, Coast and Vale Cancer Alliance 

November 2020 Stakeholder Update  

A message from Yvonne Elliott, Managing Director 

Over the last few weeks, we have seen a sharp rise in COVID-19 cases across our region, 

which has led to increased pressures on our healthcare system.  

During the first wave of the pandemic, colleagues from across the Humber, Coast and Vale 

Cancer Alliance (HCV CA) worked hard to maintain services to ensure patients had access to 

essential cancer services across our region. Whilst we saw an initial fall in 2 week wait 

referrals, as low as 43% at one stage, I am happy to say we have recovered this to over 93% 

of pre-pandemic levels across our system. 

 

As we manage the pressures of a second wave, work is taking place across the Alliance to 

further our resilience and adapt our system-wide approach to restoration. We are doing this 

by ensuring we have a clear understanding of which tumour sites have been most adversely 

affected, by implementing plans to ‘go further faster’ with the creation of diagnostic and 

surgical hubs, and also working to recognise where our greatest inequalities may be in 

patients that have not presented, so we can carry out specific and targeted work within 

these communities to address this. 

We are working with all our stakeholders to ensure equitable treatment for cancer patients 

across Humber, Coast and Vale. 

Awareness and Early Diagnosis 

Cancer Champion Programme 

Face-to-face Cancer Champion sessions remain paused, but the Alliance is continuing to 

offer free 90 minute virtual awareness sessions to members of the public, businesses, 

educational establishments and voluntary community groups. 

Anyone and everyone can become a Cancer Champion. If you have a friend, family member 

or colleague who may be interested in taking part in a free 90 minute cancer awareness 

sessions, please direct them to www.hcvcanceralliance.org.uk/cancerchampions.  

Following the successful introduction of virtual awareness sessions, the Alliance has now 

launched a free second session to anyone who has recently taken part in virtual training. If 

you would like learn about the key facts and symptoms of throat, oesophageal, skin, 

testicular and ovarian cancer, please email eryccg.cancerchampion@nhs.net for more 

information. 

http://www.hcvcanceralliance.org.uk/cancerchampions
mailto:eryccg.cancerchampion@nhs.net


 

  

Lung Health Checks in Hull 

Due to a rapid increase in the number of COVID-19 patients at Hull University Teaching 

Hospitals NHS Trust, it became necessary to postpone the restart of lung health checks in 

Hull and focus staff resources on expanding critical care facilities, whilst maintaining other 

urgent care and cancer services. 

This is an important project both locally and nationally, and the Alliance is continuing to 

work with partner organisations to restart the service as soon as possible. 

Lung Cancer Coalition Report ‘COVID-19 Matters’ 
The recent Lung Cancer Coalition Report ‘COVID-19 Matters’ shows that the pandemic has 

caused a sharp increase in late stage diagnoses, partly due to the reluctance of patients to 

contact GP surgeries with symptoms and partly due to the fact that the symptoms of COVID-

19 and lung cancer are similar (i.e. cough). This has led to concerns that there will be a 

significant deterioration of lung cancer outcomes, reversing the positive trend of the past 

five to ten years. 

The Alliance remains committed to improving outcomes for patients with lung cancer and 

will continue to work with partners to: 

 Optimise the lung cancer care pathway  

 Restart and roll out lung health checks across our region  

 Raise awareness of the symptoms of lung cancer and the importance of early 

diagnosis through the Cancer Champion Programme and public campaigns 

Diagnostics 

The second surge of COVID-19 and the pressures this has put on acute colleagues has 

resulted in a number of diagnostic events being postponed. This includes an event to discuss 

possible use of new technologies to aid diagnosis of cancer and the Endoscopy Workforce 

Development Workshop. 

Whilst events are postponed, work on both areas continues to progress. In terms of the new 

technologies, the Alliance has the opportunity to work with neighbouring regions, the 

Academic Health Science Networks (AHSN), and commercial partners to put forward a bid 

for national funding for a product that can aid in the diagnosis of cancer, as well as for 

another product to provide better quality assurance for mammography. The deadline for 

these bids is 8
th

 December. 

https://www.uklcc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/UKLCC-COVID-19-Matters-Report-Oct-2020.pdf


 

  

Within the Alliance programme team, efforts continue on a pilot of work to enable 

technology used to assess lung nodules, as part of the lung health checks programme, to be 

used more widely across HCV. 

Endoscopy Services 

The Alliance has expressed an interest in being part of the national pilot work on 

cytosponge, an alternative to traditional endoscopy for some patients, and will shortly be 

developing our colon capsule endoscopy provision, both as part of the national pilot work 

and for a broader range of patients. This should help reduce pressures on endoscopy 

services. 

With regards to endoscopy workforce development, the Alliance is working with colleagues 

across the North East and Yorkshire region to scope out and complete an options appraisal 

which will help shape future training hubs and models for endoscopy.  

Imaging Workshop 

Earlier in the month, the Alliance held an imaging workshop which identified some priority 

areas for workforce development and included a review of the skill mix and development of 

training opportunities and career development. Good practice regarding vetting protocols 

and demand management were also shared.  

The outputs of the workshop are also supporting development of an Imaging Network and, 

in line with national guidance, the Alliance is developing the governance structure, 

workforce plan, and capital expenditure plans required to move forwards.  

Community Diagnostic Hubs  

The options for developing community diagnostic hubs are taking shape and the Alliance has 

further defined the criteria and data needed to support the options appraisal. The Alliance 

will continue to work with its partners to continue gathering data over the next few months.  

Rapid Diagnostic Centres  

The Alliance team have engaged in national calls regarding Rapid Diagnostic Centres (RDCs) 

and will be working with localities to complete draft plans for 2021/22 by the end of January 

2021.  

The new ambition is for regions to achieve 50% of non-specific symptoms coverage and at 

least two additional site-specific RDC pathways in place by the end of 2021-22. Across 

Humber, Coast and Vale, this should be achievable.   

 



 

  

Treatment and Pathways 

Workforce 

The NHS People Plan, published in August 2020, outlines clear national ambitions to support 

the cancer workforce and focus on building a culture of inclusion and belonging.   

The Alliance has been working with its partners to develop a workforce strategy that aligns 

with wider NHS and HCV Health and Care Partnership plans, and is setting out actions 

needed to: make the most efficient use of resources, grow and train HCVs cancer workforce, 

support the Alliances programme ambitions, and deliver improved cancer services and 

patient care across HCV. 

HCV CA is also participating in a National Workforce Working Group to share best practice 

and learn from other Alliances.   

Living With and Beyond Cancer 

From 1
st

 December 2020, Heather McNair, Chief Nurse at York Teaching Hospital NHS 

Foundation Trust, will be taking over from Jacqueline Myers as the new Senior Responsible 

Officer (SRO) for the Living With and Beyond Cancer (LWBC) Programme.   

Heather will be supporting the delivery of the LWBC programme objectives for 2020-21, 

which aim to ensure those living with and beyond cancer across HCV are supported to live 

well because of the provision of great health and wellbeing services and personalised care 

interventions. 

The Alliance would like to thank Jacqueline for her valuable contributions over the last three 

years and wish her all the best for the future.   

Cancer Support Group ‘Share and Learn’ Event 

On 4
th

 November 2020, HCV CA held its first ‘share and learn’ virtual event for local support 
group leaders.   

The hour-long event provided an opportunity for participants to network, receive updates 

from the Alliance, and share best practice or feedback within a supportive environment.  

Support group leaders discussed how they have adapted as a result of the coronavirus 

pandemic and the event included presentations from Macmillan Cancer Support and Cancer 

Care Map representatives. 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/ournhspeople/
https://hcvcanceralliance.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/HCV_Cancer_Alliance_LWBC_Plan.pdf


 

  

Overall feedback from the event was positive and the Alliance will host further share and 

learn events in 2021, as it continues to grow the number of support groups listed its online 

directory.  

Quality of Life Survey  

From 9
th

 December 2020, people who have had a breast, prostate, or colorectal cancer 

diagnosis will be asked to complete the Cancer Quality of Life Survey around 18 months 

after diagnosis.  

This is a national survey run by NHS England and NHS Improvement and Public Health 

England, which aims to find out how quality of life may have changed for people diagnosed 

with cancer. Information collected will be used to see where care is working well or not so 

well, and if any new services are needed.  

HCV CA is encouraging as many people as possible to complete the survey, so that the 

information collected fully represents our population.  

The survey takes between five and ten minutes and the results will be analysed by Public 

Health England. It is anticipated that national and regional level reports will start to be made 

available in early 2021. 

More information can be found at www.cancerqol.england.nhs.uk  

Gateway-C  

Gateway-C is an online cancer education platform developed by GPs, specialists, and people 

affected by cancer, aiming to assist primary care professionals in detecting cancer at the 

early stages and improve patient outcomes and experiences. 

Gateway-C currently offers 16 courses that focus on different tumour sites, which are freely 

available to all healthcare professionals in England. 

To gain free access to online cancer education courses you can register here 

www.gatewayc.org.uk/register  

In light of COVID-19, Gateway-C has also been running a series of free educational webinars 

to help support primary care staff during the pandemic. For recordings of previous sessions 

and details of future webinars please visit www.gatewayc.org.uk/free-webinars 

Gateway-C’s next webinar is on Diagnosing Ovarian Cancer on the 11th
 December from 2-

3pm. You can register here - https://bit.ly/3pZFAZf  

https://hcvcanceralliance.org.uk/support-groups/
https://hcvcanceralliance.org.uk/support-groups/
http://www.cancerqol.england.nhs.uk/
http://www.gatewayc.org.uk/register
http://www.gatewayc.org.uk/free-webinars
https://bit.ly/3pZFAZf


 

  

Keep up-to-date with news from across the Alliance 

You can read the latest news on our website here, or find us on social media: 

@HCVCancer   

@HCVCancerAlliance 

https://hcvcanceralliance.org.uk/news-events/
http://www.twitter.com/hcvcancer
http://www.facebook.com/hcvcanceralliance

